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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Haas ready to 'hit the deck' at Grand Valley 
August will be quite memorable for Thomas J. Haas. The month will 
begin with the birth of his second granddaughter and end with him par-
ticipating in convocation ceremonies as the university's fourth president. 
From his office in Cobleskill, New York, Haas said he 's ready to "hit the 
deck running" when he begins his first official day at Grand Valley on 
August 22. 
"The executive team and others have done a great job of sending me 
materials so I can continue my in-depth learning of the university," he 
said. 
He also said he's looking forward to convocation on August 25. 
"That time of year is so special; it's a new beginning," Haas said. "It 
will be so nice to be on campus for the beginning rhythms of the year. 
Move-in with the students is a great time. There's such a positive sense 
of the future; and, of course, a little sadness from the parents." 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Marcia and Thomas). Haas meet faculty members Kathleen Underwood, 
Shaily Menon (seated left to right) and Diane Rayor (standing at right) 
on July 10. Teri Losey is second from right. 
Haas and his wife, Marcia, will experience that for the last time, when 
they move their daughter to Boston for her senior year at Boston 
University. In early August, they will travel to Florida to help son Eric 
and his wife with the birth of their second child. 
Haas said he 's had contact with West Michigan community leaders 
and other state university presidents. He also enjoyed meeting with the 
see 'Haas' on page 3 
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Across Campus 
Day in the park 
focuses on reducing 
domestic violence 
Students and faculty members from the Kirkhof 
College of Nursing painted children's faces, 
helped at balloon races and met people from the 
neighborhood surrounding the Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus at an event geared toward 
reducing domestic violence. 
"A Family Affair: Raising Awareness on 
Violence in our Community" was held July 
20 at Servant's Church Pocket Park, on the 
corner of Straight and Fulton streets. 
Disability Advocates and Kent County Health 
Department. 
Marilyn C. Vander Werf, assistant professor of 
nursing, said the event was part of an initiative 
by the Southwest Neighborhood Organization 
to reduce occurrences of domestic violence. 
KCON members presented information on 
the prevention of domestic violence, bul-
lying, child abuse, and abuse of disabled 
and elderly people. The 36 nursing students 
and four faculty members are participating 
in clinicals at the Other Way Ministries, 
Grand Rapids Correction Center, Mount 
Mercy Senior Apartments, Kent County 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Nursing student Elizabeth McJones paints a girl's 
face at a Southwest Grand Rapids community 
event on July 20. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
New music and dance chair 
brings military background 
As he joins Grand Valley on July 31 as the new 
chair of the Department of Music and Dance, 
Danny Phipps said he feels like he's come full-
circle by returning to academia. 
"I left academia so that I could perform full time, 
which I did for 20 years with a career in the U.S. 
Air Force," said Phipps, a bassoonist. "I've even 
performed in Grand Rapids a few times." 
Phipps is a 1976 graduate of the Curtis Institute 
of Music in Philadelphia, where he was a stu-
dent of Sol Schoenbach and chamber music 
student of John DeLancie and Mason Jones. He 
earned a master 's degree in music history and 
a doctorate in bassoon performance from The 
Catholic University of America in Washington, 
D.C. Prior to his Air Force career, Phipps 
joined the faculty of Baylor University in Waco, 
Texas. 
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
While based in Washington, D.C. with the Air 
Force, Phipps also taught for many years as 
an adjunct professor at Shenandoah University 
in Virginia. When he retired from his mili-
tary career in 2002, he began teaching there 
full time, and became associate dean of the 
Conservatory. 
"The music and dance faculty are pleased 
that Danny is joining us as chair," said Lee 
Copenhaver, who has served as interim chair. 
"He is a very fine musician and an analytical 
and very ambitious developer of programs." Danny Phipps 
Phipps will have his debut recital at Grand Valley on November 6, at 
8 p.m. , in the Cook-DeWitt Center. Phipps, on bassoon, will be accompa-
nied by Robert Byrens on piano. 
WGVU receives grant 
for community gardening project 
WGVU received a $12,000 grant to continue its Green Growers commu-
nity gardening project. 
The grant will allow WGVU to host a series of events, in partnership 
with the YMCA and Mixed Greens. Events will include workshops, film 
screenings and children's activities aimed at promoting a healthy lifestyle 
and introducing gardening to kids. 
"Growing Kids and Families" is funded, in part, by National Center 
for Outreach. In 2005, NCO gave WGVU a $6,000 grant to begin the 
Green Growers community garden project with the Grand Rapids Youth 
Commonwealth. 
The project will begin at WGVU's KidsDay at John Ball Zoo on August 4 
and continue through April. 
Team attends inclusive learning institute 
A team from Grand Valley attended the Greater Expectations Institute: 
Campus Leadership for Student Engagement, Inclusion, and Achievement, 
at Snowbird, Utah. 
The five-day intensive 
program was designed 
to help university teams 
discuss ways to increase 
inclusive learning and 
student engagement. 
Grand Valley faculty and 
staff members mapped 
current campus activities 
and discussed ways to 
build on these as a way 
of fostering an inclusive 
community of engaged 
learners. 
Pictured are participants at the Greater 
Expectations Institute; top row, left to right, 
Maria Cimitile, Susan Mendoza-Jones, Wendy 
Wenner, Craig Benjamin and Judy Whipps; 
bottom row, left to right, Diana Pace and 
Carol Griffin. 
To continue this work at Grand Valley, the team will present a session 
on inclusive excellence and student engagement at the Fall Teaching 
Workshop, sponsored by the Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning Center 
August 23 . Also, Intergroup Dialogues this fall will focus on student 
engagement, inclusive learning and liberal education. Faculty and staff 
members who are interested in participating in Intergroup Dialogues can 
contact Susan Mendoza-Jones at mendozsu@gvsu.edu. 
Latino Web site wins award 
A Web site created by Grand Valley students was named as one of the 
best online educational resources by StudySphere. StudySphere is one of 
the Internet's fastest growing sites of educational resources for students, 
teachers and parents. 
The Web site, Latinos in West Michigan (www4.gvsu.edu/latinos) 
continues on page 3 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o forum@ 
gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-
331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus 
news, visit Grand Valley 's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu. 
GRAND VALLEYli 
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
GVFaces 
Christine Chamberlain 
Director of grants development and 
administration 
Christine Chamberlain brings an extensive back-
ground in federal and state grantmaking to her new 
position as director of Grants Development and 
Administration. 
She has worked with grant seekers at the National 
Endowment for the Arts, U.S. Department of Energy 
and Washington State Arts Commission. Now in 
the Graduate Studies and Grants Administration 
Department, Chamberlain will help faculty and staff 
members through the entire grant process, from the 
planning stages through post-award (non-financial). 
"We have several databases that can search for 
potential funding sources," Chamberlain, who began 
working at Grand Valley in early July, said. "We can 
help take people from the proposal stage to develop-
ment, and help them 
look at federal and 
state agencies as 
sources." 
The number of grants 
awarded to Grand 
Valley has increased 
dramatically over 
the past years . Last 
year, 149 grants were 
awarded totaling 
about $15 million. 
Christine Chamberlain 
Chamberlain said she gets a great deal of satisfac-
tion from helping people seek grant money. "I also 
like working with cutting-edge ideas," she said. 
She can be contacted at x16868 or chambech@ 
gvsu.edu. 
What·s Ahead 
Seminar will aid parents 
who send kids to college 
A brown bag lunch on August 9, sponsored by 
Work Life Connections, is geared for parents 
whose children are starting college this fall. 
"A New Chapter: How Parents Fit Into Their 
Students' Lives" will run from noon-I p.m. in 
the Kirkhof Center, room 201 . 
Jodi Chycinski, director of Admissions, and 
Andy Beachnau, director of Housing, will pres-
ent the program and discuss preparing kids for 
college, communicating with them and helping 
make decisions. 
Register by August 2 by visiting the Work Life 
Connections Web site at www.gvsu.edu/worklife. 
Participants are encouraged to bring their lunch-
es; beverages and cookies will be provided. 
Johnson Center to host 
nonprofit leadership 
conference 
The Johnson Center of Philanthropy and 
Nonprofit Leadership will host a leadership 
conference for nonprofit board members and 
executives on September 15 in the Loosemore 
Auditorium of the De Vos Center. 
"Governing Nonprofits for Success - Govern 
as if Your Community Depends on It" will run 
from 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. The keynote speaker is 
Berit Lakey, senior governance consultant from 
BoardSource, who has more than 30 years of 
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experience in the consulting, training, communi-
cations, and nonprofit management fields and has 
written several books on nonprofit governance. 
Registration continues through September 8. 
The conference fee is $55 for the first registrant 
from an organization and $50 for each sub-
sequent registrant from that organization. For 
more information or to register, call the Johnson 
Center at xl 7232 or visit the Web site www. 
johnsoncenter.org. 
The event is co-sponsored by the Michigan 
Chapter of Association of Fundraising 
Professionals. 
···--------------------------
Across Campus 
continued from page 2 
includes information on demographics, history, resources and notable 
people. Cliff Welch, associate professor of history, said he and several stu-
dents began working on the site in 1997. 
"The inspiration came from anthropology student Darlene Bos, whose oral 
histories with Mexican-American senior citizens is published on the site," 
he said. 
Final beam in place 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Members of the Pioneer Construction team stand with Grand Valley 
staff members in front of the autographed last beam that was 
placed on the John C. Kennedy Hall of Engineering on July 14. 
High school chemistry teachers learn 
new teaching methods 
Ten area high school teachers are learning new ways to teach chemistry 
through a Grand Valley program called Target Inquiry (Tl) . Grand Valley 
was awarded a $1.3 million grant from the National Science Foundation to 
fund the five-year program. The teachers took part in a Chemistry Summer 
Research Symposium in Padnos Hall, where they presented their research 
on July 26. 
The TI model seeks 
to improve quality 
classroom instruction 
and emphasizes the 
importance of inqui-
ry instruction, getting 
students to think and 
ask questions. 
"Kids have a dull 
sense of science," 
said Kevin Conkel, 
a Hudsonville High 
School chemistry 
teacher. "This pro-
gram will help me 
revise my curriculum 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Kevin Conkel, Hudsonville High School teacher, 
discusses his research at the Chemistry Summer 
Research Symposium. 
to help give students more confidence and engage their minds." 
Conkel said the time spent with a mentor was helpful to compare teaching 
strategies at the high school and college level. He plans to have his stu-
dents duplicate his research in class and then test it at Grand Valley. 
Deborah Herrington, assistant professor of chemistry and one of the proj-
ect's principal investigators, said the program is helping teachers prepare 
for new state requirements. 
"Many teachers will need to revise their chemistry curriculum because of 
new state standards," she said. "Chemistry will become a requirement for 
all students, instead of an elective, so for some teachers, this will mean a 
dramatic increase in enrollment." 
Ellen Yezierski, assistant professor of chemistry and principal investiga-
tor, commended the teachers and their research mentors . "It's clear that TI 
teachers better understand how science is done. What we learn from them 
as they translate their research experiences into instruction can impact pro-
fessional development across the country," she said. 
Across Campus continues on page 4 
···--------------------------
Haas will participate in convocation ceremonies 
continued from page 1 
Dean's Council on July 11, the day following 
his appointment by the Board of Trustees. 
"I plan to continue listening quite a bit when 
I arrive on campus," he said. "I want to learn 
what the dreams and values are of the univer-
sity. There 's been remarkable consistency so far, 
and I view that as very healthy - it shows a 
great sense of stability. 
"I want people to continue to share with me 
their hopes and expectations and I'll do the best 
I can." 
4 Forum I July 31, 2006 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
James Goode, coordinator of the Middle East 
Studies Program and professor of history, was 
interviewed by WOOD-TV Channel 8 and 
WGVU Radio for stories about the Middle East 
crisis. 
Paul M. Leidig, director of the School of 
Computing and Information Systems, was inter-
viewed by WOOD-TV Channel 8 for a story on 
the creation of a new Google headquarters in 
Ann Arbor and its impact on the IT industry in 
West Michigan. 
Joel J. Orosz, distinguished professor of 
Philanthropic Studies, was interviewed by the 
Chronicle of Philanthropy for a story about the 
$31 billion gift made by Warren Buffett to the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 
Sketches 
Annis Water Resources Institute staff members 
Alan Steinman and Mary Ogdahl co-wrote 
an article, "Environmental Conditions (of 
Freshwater Sustainability)," published in Water 
Resources Impact. 
Kathryn Remlinger, associate professor of 
English, gave a presentation, "Jobs Are Going 
Overseas: The Discursive Construction of 
Across Campus 
Partnership creates clinical 
research infrastructure 
Leaders in West Michigan's life science industry 
established ClinXus, a nonprofit entity that will 
dramatically increase access to and use of clini-
cal research and emerging technologies provided 
by member organizations. 
The initiative's partners include Grand Valley 
Internal Medicine Specialists, Grand Valley 
State University, Jasper Clinic, Saint Mary's 
Health Care, Spectrum Health, and Van Andel 
Research Institute. ClinXus will leverage the 
existing expertise and services of each institution 
to provide a single point of contact for clinical 
research clients and patients and physicians that 
participate in clinical studies. 
Clinical studies are expected to involve new 
medicines , devices and diagnostics in all stages 
of testing. 
The FDA recently issued new guidelines for 
clinical research that call for novel approaches 
Outsourcing," at the Sociolinguistics Symposium 
held at the University of Limerick in Limerick, 
Ireland. 
Dalila Kovacs, assistant professor of chemistry, 
gave a presentation, "Toward Understanding 
Metal-Catalyzed Polyol Hydrogenolysis in 
Aqueous Media," at the 10th Annual Green 
Chemistry and Engineering Conference held in 
Washington, D.C. 
Curtis Dean Smith, associate professor of 
Modern Languages and Literatures, gave 
a presentation, "Language Education and 
Compatibility: How to Resolve Some Problems 
Encountered When American Students Come to 
Taiwan to Continue Their Language Training," 
at the National Taiwan Normal University in 
Taipei, Taiwan. 
Diane Murray, senior librarian, was elected vice 
president of the Loutit District Library (Grand 
Haven) Board of Trustees for 2006-07. 
John Taylor, associate professor of marketing, 
co-wrote an article, "The Transportation Cost 
Benefits of Ocean Shipping in the Great Lakes," 
published in the Seidman Business Review. 
Xuefeng Chu, assistant professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, gave a presenta-
tion, "Simulation of Infiltration and Surface 
Runoff: A Windows-based Hydrologic Modeling 
System HYDROL-INF," at the 2006 World 
Environmental and Water Resources Congress of 
the American Society of Civil Engineers . 
Michael R. Ott, assistant professor of sociology, 
gave a presentation, "The Future of Religion: 
From War to Peace Among the Civilizations," 
at the international course on the Future of 
Religion, held at the Inter-University Center in 
Dubrovnik, Croatia. He is a co-director of the 
course and was honored by the IUC for his years 
of work. 
Janet Vail, associate professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, was an invited 
presenter for the Global Change Institute for 
Educators at Michigan Tech University. She 
trained teachers for GLOBE, a worldwide stu-
dent environmental monitoring program. 
John Weber, associate professor of geology, 
co-authored an article, "Is There a Northern 
Lesser Antilles Forearc Block?" in the journal 
Geophysical Research Letters. 
Ellen Yezierski, assistant professor of chem-
istry, gave a presentation, "Target Inquiry: 
Investigating the Teacher and Student Effects of 
a New Model in Chemistry Teacher Professional 
Development," at the National Science 
Foundation Teacher Professional Continuum 
Conference in Reston , Virginia. 
···---------------------------
to drug development to achieve more individu-
alized medicine. Together, the partner organi-
zations have the technology, experience and 
expertise to meet FDA guidelines and provide 
innovative clinical services to pharmaceutical 
and biotechnology companies. 
According to ClinXus members, the organiza-
tion is expected to have a substantial economic 
impact on the state of Michigan, and in particu-
lar West Michigan. The partnership will create 
new jobs and attract highly trained researchers 
and clinicians. It will also draw new life science 
companies to the area. 
"Collaboration is the best way to provide value-
added service while simultaneously improving 
our research capabilities and adding important 
jobs to the regional life science economy," said 
Matt Dugener, executive director of the West 
Michigan Science & Technology Initiative at 
GVSU and ClinXus board president. "The exis-
tence of ClinXus also provides a critical resource 
that will foster the development of new regional 
life science companies." 
Mock chemistry spill 
Photo by Adam Bird 
First responders assess a chemical spill in a 
Padnos Hall lab. According to David Cox, 
safety manager, the mock spill drill July 13 
was a good opportunity to observe respons-
es from area fire, emergency and police 
agencies, as well as Grand Valley faculty. 
